[Testing the sense of taste using validated procedures].
Psychophysical tests related to the sense of taste are usually less complex than those of the sense of smell. In addition to global tests a regional examination of the sense of taste might be indicated to search for nerve lesions. There are numerous validated psychophysical tests available based on the administration of liquid or solid substrates. The use of electrical currents (electrogustometry) is especially feasible for a rapid regional testing. The registration of gustatory event-related potentials to objectify results from psychophysical examination is possible although limited to a few centers world-wide.